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s General Mills Operations, Inc. 
James Ford Bell Technical Center 

9000 Plymouth Avenue North 
Minneapolis, MW 55427 

February 1 4 , 1 ^ SENT BY FAX TO (612)296- 9707 

Ms. Dagmar Romano 
Minnesota Pollution'Control Agency '̂ mMr.»1.̂ °l°f..':.'̂ .'̂ T̂ '̂  '̂ '̂ °ION ; 
Grotind Water and Solid Waste Division 
Site Response Section 
520 Lafayette Road ''^"^^ 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Ms Romano: 

You will receive today, by courier, a report by Barr Engineering which contains the information 
that was outlined in my letter to you of January 3. As I stated in my prior telephone messages, 
GMOI apologizes for the delay which resulted from communications problems while I was out 
of the office; both for my vacation and two other business trips taken just before and after the 
vacation. 

You have indicated to me on the phone that you feel that the fall range of information outlined in 
the attachments to your original request is relevant in this matter. Please review the report and 
then call me. I woiJd like to schedule a time when Barr Engineering, you and I can discuss this 
topic farther by phone. I believe that direct discussion with you will help me to eliminate the 
communication problems we have had, 

Sincerely, 

M>t-i JLo—'-~ 

William Taylor 

cc: Bill Crutcher (by E-mail) 
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Attention: D ^ y ^ ^ y ^ Agyv-v^g^*-^ 

From: f ^ « = ' ^ 3>'^^o^j> 

Regarding: '2-'-^J J jc^^e^ . ^^ /iiy^i 

Date: ~^/lH / ^ ^ Time: ' ^ ' 4 ' ^ Total p a g e s : j ^ 

Fax number: . 2 ^ ) 6 - ^ ^ l " } - 7707 ' ^7/? 

Project number: 2^ / ^ 1 / 6 ^ ^ P ^ S C^X(7 
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Fax only Original to follow 

The information contained in this fax is intended for the use of the individual named above. If this fax is 
received in error, or if the t ransmission is incomplete, please call (612) 832-2600 immediately and ask for 

• I ku^ 

Additional c o m m e n t s : 

^8200N(yrTai\Cent&rDr. D 555W27rhSr. Q 2{a.W. Superior St. Q P.O.Box 12D917 
Mmneapolis. MN 55437 Hibbing, MN 55746 Duluth. MN 55802 Ann Arbor. Ml 4811-0917 
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Barr 
Engineering Company 

S300 Norman Center Drive 5 ^ West 27if) Street 
Mjineaoote. MN 55437-1026 Hibbing, MN 55746 
Phone.- (£12) 832-2600 Phone: 278) 262-3465 
Far 1612} 832-2601 Fax: (^8}262-3i60 

February 14, 1997 

Mr. William Taylor 
General Mills, Inc. 
James Ford Bell Tecknical Center 
9000 Plymouth Avenue North 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55427 

R«: Eas t Eennep in Avenue Site 
Receptor Survey 

Dezx Mr. Taylor: 

This letter summarizea the results from our receptor survey for the East Hennepin Avenne site. 
The scope of the receptor survey was as specified in your January 3, 1997 letter to the MPCA. 

V a p o r R i s k A s s e s s m e n t a n d .Survey 

The vapor risk assessment CVRA) was conducted at the East Hennepin Avenue Property (Property) 
on January 30, 1997, in general accordance with the MPCA LUST Guidance Dociunents, Fact 
Sheet #3.20 (MPCA, April, 1996). The following tasks were completed; 

• A VRA of the sanitary sewer on 21" Street Southeast, between Hennepin and Talmage 
Avenue. 

• A VRA of the sanitary sewer on 20"" Street Southeast, between Talmage and Como Avenue. 

• Samples of sewage were collected, examined (sheen or odor) and tested for the presence of 
organic vapor headspace. 

• The current owner of the Property (Keith Homstad, BBD Holdings Inc.) was interviewed 

regarding the presence or absence of vapors/odors in Property structures. 

• A VRA of the basements in Buildings 10 and 11 and the tunnel connecting Bmldings 7, 10, 
11 and 14 was conducted. 
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Mr. WOlJam T«r>1or 
February M. J 997 

The VRA survey locations are shown on Figure 1 and the results are summarized on the logs in 

Attachment A 

The VRA survey locations are somewhat more extensive than originally proposed. The changes 
reflect the absence of a sanitary sewer system beneath Talmage Avenue and the absence of a 
basement in the closest Property building (Building 14) to the former source area. 

Sanitary Sewer Vapor Risk Assessment 

VEA data were collected from 10 sanitary sewer manholes. Organic vapors, percent oxygen and 
percent LEL were recorded at three depth intervals within eadi manhole location (road surface, 
mid-depth, and bottom). Where possible, a sewage sample was also collected. Organic vapors were 
recorded as total organic vapors,' including background readings. The organic vapor instrument 
practical detection limit is 1 part per million (ppm). 

Recorded field information consisted of sample and background organic vapor readings, 
"explosivity" meter instrument readings, percent oxygen and LEL, sewage depth, sewer airflow 
direction and a general sample description. 

The sanitary sewer on 21" Street SE begins at the intersection of Talmage Avenue and 21" Street 
(Sample k--.:ation #5). Sewage flow is to the north. The sanitary sewer on 20'*' Street SE begins at 
Talmage Avenue and 20'*' Street SE (Sample location #6). The sewage flow is to the south. 

Neither organic vapors exceeding the practical rostrument detection hmit nor vapors exceeding the 
LEL were detected in the sewage headspace or the sewer manhole atmosphere samples. This data 
indicate the absence of a vapor risk associated with the sanitary sewer systems in the immediate 
vidnity and immediately downgradient of the former source area. 

Building Vapor Risk Assessment 

Keith Homstad was interviewed regarding tenant observations of vapors and odors. Mr. 
Holmstad's office is located on the Property. Mr. Holmstad reported that neither he nor his 
current or former tenants had noticed the presence of vapors or unexplainable odors. Mr. Homstad 
further indicated that the tenants would quickly notice and report any air quality problems. 

Barr conducted a VRA on the Property at the locations shown on Figure 2. The results from the 

survey are shown on the logs in Attachment A. The results from Ban's building VRA indicated 

that organic vapor readings only exceeded the practical instrument detection limit at one location. 

The location was a former raotorcycle storage and painting room and the organic vapor reading 

was 1.7 ppm. The air in the room had a slight turpentine or paint odor. 

« 6 G G !>:\23\rAl69\VRA.RPT/PJS 
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Mr. WilHam Taylor 

February 1^. 1997 

Page* 

Smmnary 

The vapor risk and the water well survey have been completed. The vapor risk stirvey did not 
identify the presence of organic vapors at concentrations greater than the practical instrument 
detection limit that were not otherwise associated with an unrelated building use (motorcycle 
painting and storage). No evidence of the presence of vapors exceeding the LEL was measured. 
This data indicates that the vapor risk exposure pathway does not represent a risk to human 
health or safety in the vicinity of the former source area. 

The water well survey did not identify either a public or private well utilized for potable water 
supply purposes within the search area. This data indicates that the groundwater exposinre 
pathway does not present a risk to human health or safety at this site. 

Please call if you have any questions or comments. 

Peter J. Sabee 

PJS/dsd 
Enclosure 
c: William Crutcher III 

Martha Brand 
Dagmar Romano 

2327169 \46788-a 
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Ml. WOliiin Tayior 
February M, 1997 
P««e3 

Organic odors were observed in the "building 7" tunnel, but did not exceed the organic vapor 
instruments practical detection hmit. The odors were traced to a tenant (the ADCON Print Shop). 

Vapors exceeding the LEL were not measured. No odors were observed other than those 
associated with Property building use. The VRA data indicate an absence of organic vapor or 
explosive vapor risk associated with the former source area. 

Wate r Well S u r v e y 

Barr has completed a review of p-riRt-ing data bases relevant to the groundwater receptor survey. 
The following databases were used in conducting the survey: MDNR Water Appropriation Permit 
List, MDH Well Abandonment and Pubhc Water Supply WeU Databases; MGS County Well Index; 
the City of Minneapolis Well Record and Records for Installation and Abandonment of WeUs and 
Minneapolis Park Board Wells in the Park System of Minneapolis and Minneapolis Park Board 
-Wells. Barr also contacted the University of Minnesota to vpjify well use and cons-ixuction data. 

The results from our review of existing pubhc iata base records identified 21 wells (not including 
monitoring or groundwater pump-out weUs) within the search area (Figure 3). A summary of the 
well search data is attached as Table 1. Figure 4 shows the well locations. 

The City of MinneapoHs data base indicates that Well 200388 could not be located. Barr confirmed 
this information with a site visit. The structure formerly containing this well (1509 University 
Avenue SE) no longer exists. The lot which appears to have been the former 1509 University SE 
address is currently vacant (no structure). This well does not represent an existing or potential 
soixrce of water for any use. 

The University of Minnesota was contacted regarding the 16 wells hsted in the pubhc data bases. 
The University contacts indicated that 

The water supply for the University's Minneapohs campus is the City of Minneapolis pubhc 
supply system; 

•• The University-operates three welLs. Two of the weUs (Wells 412572 and 427501) are used for 
- .- dewatering in the vicinity of the CME building (an underground structure) and the third well 

• ••(Well-242219) is used as a source of water for a deionization process in the University Health 
Sciences building. The well water S5^tem is not connected to the building's potable water 
supply system; 
The remaining wells are out of service cr abandoned; 

• None of the wells are used as a potable water supply source. 

The verified well record data shows no potable water supply wells within the search area. 
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Table 1 (continued) w 

Well Search Summary 

East Hennepin Avenue Site 
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Vapor Risk Survey 
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Vapor Risk Assessment Log; Buildings 
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